
Palm Sunday – April 5, 2020 

Welcome 

Hail the King who humbly comes to save us! For 1700 years the Church has celebrated with hosannas and 
palm branches this festival that opens Holy Week. Jesus entered Jerusalem to the sounds of praise and 
adoration of the people there. Laying palm branches and their cloaks in the road, the people honored this 
prophet from Nazareth as their Savior.  

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”  CW#130 

1   Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang; 
Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to his breast, 
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best. 

2   From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd, 
The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud. 
The Lord of saints and angels Rode on in lowly state 
Nor scorned that little children Should on his bidding wait. 

3   “Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing, 
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n, our King. 
Oh, may we ever praise him With heart and life and voice 
And in his royal presence Eternally rejoice. 

Greeting 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Confession of Sins 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 
guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give 
you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 



Prayer and Praise 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Oh, Taste and See 

C:  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness continues forever. 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

Prayer of the Day  

M: Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through your Son, 

Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in 

his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

Zechariah 9:9-10 

Zechariah tells Jerusalem to rejoice when the messianic King comes to her, because he will have with him 

the righteousness she needs and the salvation she craves. 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 

    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

    and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His rule will extend from sea to sea 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

  



Philippians 2:5-11 

Jesus is our King, but he came humbly to save us. Though true God, he became man. Though all powerful, 

he became a servant. The King came humbly because he wasn’t on the way to a throne in Jerusalem, but to 

a hill called Golgotha where he would fulfill God’s mission and save his people.  

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

Verse of the Day 

The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. (John 12:23) 

Matthew 21:1-11 

The great King comes to his city and to his temple! Why did he come so humbly? Because he came not to 

rule us, but to save us. He came, not to command us, but to invite us. He came not to demand anything 

from us, but to give everything for us. He comes in the name of the Lord to save us. Hail him! 

21:1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied 

there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, 

say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 

    ‘See, your king comes to you, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 



6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt 

and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 

went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

“The Lamb”  CWS#714 

1   The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice?  

Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!   

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 

2   The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering.   

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n his praise to sing.  

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!   

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 

3   The Lamb, the Lamb, As wayward sheep their shepherd kill  

So still, his will, On our behalf the law to fill.  

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!   

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 

4   He sighs, he dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness.   

He lives, forgives, He gives me his own righteousness.  

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!   

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 

5   He rose, he rose, My heart with thanks now overflows.   

His song prolong ’Til ev’ry heart to him belong.  

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!   

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 

Sermon: Matthew 21:1-11 

How Will You Respond to the Coming of Your King? 



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord Jesus, you are the King of heaven and earth.  We join the first Palm Sunday worshipers in 

praising and glorifying you for coming to this earth to be our Savior.  Though you are one with 

God the Father and Lord of all, you humbled yourself and became one with us.  Thanks be to you 

for living a life of perfect conformity t God’s holy law in our place.  Praise be to you for being 

obedient to death, even death on a cross, to redeem us from sin. 

 Cause our voices to blend with those who sang your praises as you rode into Jerusalem.  Move us 

to confess you before others as our Lord.  Help us proclaim the message of peace and forgiveness 

to people of all nations.  Use us to assure all people that your blood has cleansed them from sin 

and set them free from slavery to sin, death, and the devil.  Move us to dedicate all we are and all 

we have to your glory. 

 Lord, we also ask you in the midst of this epidemic to hold your protecting hand over our families 

and loved ones, over those who serve as emergency responders, over those in the field of 

medicine who are working day and night to provide comfort and relief to those who are sick.  We 

pray especially today on behalf of Rhonda Werner’s mother, and all who work and live in the 

facility that is now her home.  Wherever people are sick, may they find comfort in the word of 

promise that you have made to all who believe: “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 

 Dear Savior, as we walk with you this week toward Calvary, keep us focused on your purpose for 

coming into this world and on our calling to spread this wonderful message of salvation.  Hear us 

for your mercy’s sake, and in your name we also pray… 



The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  Amen. Amen. Amen. 

“Glory Be to Jesus”  CW#103 

1   Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains 

Poured for me the lifeblood From his sacred veins. 

2   Grace and life eternal In that blood I find; 

Blest be his compassion, Infinitely kind. 

3   Blest through endless ages Be the precious stream 

Which from endless torments Did the world redeem. 

4   Abel’s blood for vengeance Pleaded to the skies, 

But the blood of Jesus For our pardon cries. 

5  Oft as earth exulting Lifts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply. 

6   Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood! 

 

 


